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room and took our seats on fine cushion
seats around a small dining table. The room
was kept very neat and clean and was fitted
with electric lights and a radio-set. There were
also som.3 pictures hanging against the wooden
walls. Excepting these, there was nothing in
the room. They were poor, but yet they used
to read two or three daily newspapers. So
simpb but so enlightened these poor people of
Japan are. However, after a few minutes,
the mistress of the house came and placed
rice in one plate and vegetables, fish and s^eat
in different plates on the table. Then they
came and sat with us around the table and
requested us to begin first. Erery one was
served curries in different plates, but we took
rice to our respective small plates from the
common place. We now tried to take food
with the help of sticks, but sorry to say that
I and my Madrasee friend failed to take any
food with these sticks. So we were given
spoons and forks. After the meal was over we were
served some fruits and at last came the Japanese
O'cha which the Japanese always drink instead
of cold water and which is prepared without
any sugar or milk. After the dinner we
heard with great interests some melodious